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Aﬁomey Keeps Job After Remar}zs onCILA, i’..m%

By PHILIPTAUBMAN -
: Spacial =5 TO# New York Times :
WASEINGTON, March 29 — The
United States Attomney who revealed
the intellige=ce conzections of a Mexi-
can under crimirzal investigation in San
Diego will k=en his job, according to
Justice Degarment officials, aithough
Congressicral officlals say he probably
violated provisions of pending legisla.
tion aimed at {:mecting the identity of
Americanintelligence agents.. )
Michael J, ONzil, chief counse] of the
House Intelligence Commitiee, sald
that the disclesur=s last week by Wil-
Liam H. Kenned'Su Y, &emszati A(g-
torneyin Diego, a; tof -
rectly under provisions of the Intelli-
gence Identities Protection Act, which
prohibits the jdentification of covert in.
telligence agents working for the
e lostiation bas been approved b
et aticn ap y
bomtheeg;\lseandtheSenatemis x-
pected to be passed and sent to Presi.
dent Reagan next month, after House
and Senam wgdgé.mm resolve ditfer-
ences e e
Mr. Kennedy, who was summoned to
Washingten to meet with senior Justice
Department otficials, received a dress-
ing-down today;but will be permitted to
stay in his job, according to department
omahﬁ - 3 R .

- Formerh!ex}dn Police Chiei

Last Friday, Mr, Kennedy charged
that since last November, the Justice
Department bas blocked his efforts to
irdict Miguel Nassar Haro, the former
chief of Mexico’s sational police, the Di-
rectorate of Federal Security, in a
major criminal case because the Cen.

Intelligence Agency had advised
that the Mexican was a key intelligence
source in Central America. - Cee

Senior Reagan Administration offi.
cials said today that Mr, Nassar’s con-
rections with the C.I.A. were consid.

ered particulariy sensitive because the

intelligence information he provided in-
volved the activities of guerrilia leaders
from El Salvador and Guatemala.

They sald that under Mr. Nassar’s
guidance, the Directorate of Federal
Security had conducted joint intelli-
gence-gathering operations with the
C.I.A. and passed on sensitive informa-
tion about Soviet and Cuban assistance
of guerrilla forces in Central America.
According to these officials, Mr. Nas-
sar, who left his job in January, was a
key source of information used by the
Reagan Administration to justify its as-
sertions of Soviet and Cuban interfer-
enceinthe region, . T

: Invaﬁgadoﬁ of Boyoe

In addition, according to former
American intelligence officials, Mr.
Nassar played a major role in 1977 in
the investigation and apprehension of
two Americans, Christopher J. Boyce
and Andrew Daulton Lee, later con-
victed of selling highly classified tech-
nical data tothe Soviet Union,

Justice Department officlals said

that the intelligence agency advised the:

department last year that prosecution
of Mr. Nassar oncharges that he wasin-
volved in an $8 million stolen car ring
could expose and feopardize important
international intelligence connections,

. When Mr, Nassar left his job in Janu-

ary, for reasons apparently unrelated to-

the American investigation, the agency
warned that presecution could damage
relations between it and the Mexican
security agency, according to Justice
Departmentofticials, =~ - -
-Mr, Kennedy's disclosures, Congres-
sional officials sald, would be prohib-
ited by several sections of the new legis~
lation. Mr. O’Neil, who said that his
comments should not be interpreted as
a confirmation that Mr. Nassar was, in
fact, an intelligence source, said that
Mr. Kennedy’s comments would be cov-
ered by one of two provisions in the law
that deal with people who have author.
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. gence relationship to the United States.

‘other than a United States citizen,

ized access to classified information.
Both sections prohibit the intantional
disclosure by such a person of informa-
tion that identifies a covert agent. Jus..
tice Department officlals sald today!
that Mr. Xennedy had been shown clas-i
sified C.I.A. documents that described!
Mr. Nassar's activities, including his|
assoclationwiththeagency. - -
. ‘“Measuresto Conceal>. .
These sections also make it a condi-
tion for prosecution that the United
States be taking “‘affirmative measures
to conceal” the covert agent’s intelli-

Justice Department ofticials said such
measures were clearly being taken in
the case of Mr, Nassar,

The term “covert agent,” as defined
in the Senate version of the legislation,
includes this language: “An individual,

whose past or present intelligence rela.
tionship to the United States !s classi-
fied information and whois a present or
former agent of, or a present or Zormer
informant or source of operational
assistanceto, enintelligence agency.”

Congressional and Reagan Adminis-
tration officials said that Mr, Nassar #it
that description. . e .

An ofliclal on the Senate Intelligence
Committee staif sald that Mr. Nassar, -
as head of a forsign intelligence sery-
ice, could nct be considersd a covert
agent. However, cther officlals disa-
greed, saying that Mr. Nassar’s close
associaticn with the C.I.A. was classi.
fied and that he served as both an in-
formant and a source of operational
assistance.

Ofticials sajd they doubted that jour-
nalists who wrote about Mr. Xennedy's
disclosures ‘could be prosecuted be-
cause the section of the bill that covers
journalists requires that the Govemn-
ment prove that they had engaged in a.
pattern of identifying covert agents.




